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Sec. 

717q. Appointment of officers and employees. 

717r. Rehearing and review. 

(a) Application for rehearing; time. 

(b) Review of Commission order. 

(c) Stay of Commission order. 

717s. Enforcement of chapter. 

(a) Action in district court for injunc-

tion. 

(b) Mandamus. 

(c) Employment of attorneys by Commis-

sion. 

717t. General penalties. 

717u. Jurisdiction of offenses; enforcement of li-

abilities and duties. 

717v. Separability. 

717w. Short title. 

717x. Conserved natural gas. 

(a) Determination of entitlement. 

(b) Conditions, limitations, etc. 

(c) Definitions. 

717y. Voluntary conversion of natural gas users to 

heavy fuel oil. 

(a) Transfer of contractual interests. 

(b) Commission approval. 

(c) Restrictions on transfers unenforce-

able. 

(d) Contractual obligations unaffected. 

(e) Definitions. 

(f) Coordination with this chapter. 

(g) Volume limitation. 

717z. Emergency conversion of utilities and other 

facilities. 

(a) Presidential declaration. 

(b) Limitation. 

(c) Prohibitions. 

(d) Limitations. 

(e) Exemption for secondary uses. 

(f) Exemption for air-quality emer-

gencies. 

(g) Limitation on injunctive relief. 

(h) Definitions. 

(i) Use of general terms. 

CHAPTER REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This chapter is referred to in sections 717x, 717y, 719c, 

719j, 790a, 3301, 3362, 3371, 3372, 3374, 3393, 3394, 3412, 3431 

of this title; title 10 section 7430; title 16 section 2603; 

title 30 section 185; title 42 sections 7172, 7173, 8441; title 

43 section 1353; title 49 section 60101; title 50 section 

167i. 

§ 717. Regulation of natural gas companies 

(a) Necessity of regulation in public interest 

As disclosed in reports of the Federal Trade 
Commission made pursuant to S. Res. 83 (Seven-
tieth Congress, first session) and other reports 
made pursuant to the authority of Congress, it 
is declared that the business of transporting and 
selling natural gas for ultimate distribution to 
the public is affected with a public interest, and 
that Federal regulation in matters relating to 
the transportation of natural gas and the sale 
thereof in interstate and foreign commerce is 
necessary in the public interest. 

(b) Transactions to which provisions of chapter 
applicable 

The provisions of this chapter shall apply to 
the transportation of natural gas in interstate 
commerce, to the sale in interstate commerce of 
natural gas for resale for ultimate public con-
sumption for domestic, commercial, industrial, 
or any other use, and to natural-gas companies 
engaged in such transportation or sale, but shall 
not apply to any other transportation or sale of 

natural gas or to the local distribution of natu-
ral gas or to the facilities used for such distribu-
tion or to the production or gathering of natural 
gas. 

(c) Intrastate transactions exempt from provi-
sions of chapter; certification from State 
commission as conclusive evidence 

The provisions of this chapter shall not apply 
to any person engaged in or legally authorized 
to engage in the transportation in interstate 
commerce or the sale in interstate commerce for 
resale, of natural gas received by such person 
from another person within or at the boundary 
of a State if all the natural gas so received is ul-
timately consumed within such State, or to any 
facilities used by such person for such transpor-
tation or sale, provided that the rates and serv-
ice of such person and facilities be subject to 
regulation by a State commission. The matters 
exempted from the provisions of this chapter by 
this subsection are declared to be matters pri-
marily of local concern and subject to regula-
tion by the several States. A certification from 
such State commission to the Federal Power 
Commission that such State commission has 
regulatory jurisdiction over rates and service of 
such person and facilities and is exercising such 
jurisdiction shall constitute conclusive evidence 
of such regulatory power or jurisdiction. 

(d) Vehicular natural gas jurisdiction 

The provisions of this chapter shall not apply 
to any person solely by reason of, or with re-
spect to, any sale or transportation of vehicular 
natural gas if such person is— 

(1) not otherwise a natural-gas company; or 
(2) subject primarily to regulation by a 

State commission, whether or not such State 
commission has, or is exercising, jurisdiction 
over the sale, sale for resale, or transportation 
of vehicular natural gas. 

(June 21, 1938, ch. 556, § 1, 52 Stat. 821; Mar. 27, 
1954, ch. 115, 68 Stat. 36; Pub. L. 102–486, title IV, 
§ 404(a)(1), Oct. 24, 1992, 106 Stat. 2879.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1992—Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 102–486 added subsec. (d). 
1954—Subsec. (c). Act Mar. 27, 1954, added subsec. (c). 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

Federal Power Commission terminated and functions 

with regard to establishment, review, and enforcement 

of rates and charges for transportation and sale of nat-

ural gas by a producer or gatherer or by a natural gas 

pipeline or natural gas company transferred to Federal 

Energy Regulatory Commission by sections 

7172(a)(1)(C) and 7293 of Title 42, The Public Health and 

Welfare. 

STATE LAWS AND REGULATIONS 

Section 404(b) of Pub. L. 102–486 provided that: ‘‘The 

transportation or sale of natural gas by any person who 

is not otherwise a public utility, within the meaning of 

State law— 
‘‘(1) in closed containers; or 
‘‘(2) otherwise to any person for use by such person 

as a fuel in a self-propelled vehicle, 
shall not be considered to be a transportation or sale of 

natural gas within the meaning of any State law, regu-

lation, or order in effect before January 1, 1989. This 

subsection shall not apply to any provision of any 

State law, regulation, or order to the extent that such 

provision has as its primary purpose the protection of 

public safety.’’ 


